
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Mount Pleasant NOW Development Corporation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 2017 "Jammin' at the Point" summer concert series. 

Your Project Summary: "Jammin at the Point is a free neighborhood summer concert series, sponsored 

by the local development corporation(MPNDC) and located at the Point which is the physical center of 

the proposed arts, culture and entertainment district. Residents are encouraged to bring their lawn chairs 

and enjoy free bottle water and grilled hotdogs 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Mount Pleasant NOW Development Corporation's 2017 "Jammin' at the Point" 

Summer Concert Series for full CAC funding. From the application it is apparent that this project, which 

will produce five free public music events in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood, serves the public benefit 

of a now severely underserved community. The application demonstrates that the organization 

understands, works with, and wants to serve their home community by providing a safe and free series of 

events that will buttress Mount Pleasant's eventual transformation into an arts corridor. The project 

contributes to the artistic and cultural vibrancy of a community whose energy and vitality has taken a hit 

due to predatory lending, and engages local talent to do so. "Jammin' at the Point" at sets clear goals that 

I think the MPNDC has the organizational capacity  to achieve both because they have established a clear 

path to doing so and because they have the diverse professional staff committed to doing so. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: NO - This application does not meet the funding criteria. This is an example of a business 

development agency working to introduce arts & culture as an economic development tool but has been 

unable to connect the two goals. The application does not provide evidence for public benefit - specifically, 

there is no indication that the community of Mt. Pleasant has any interest in this project. There is no 

mention of surveys, community committees, or other forms of public input. While they make it clear that 

placemaking is a priority of board and staff that is not the intended target for the project. Additionally, 

there is no evidence for the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the project. Yes, there will be music, but there 

is no indication of what kind or of who will perform. This should also have been another opportunity for 

the community to decide that programming. I was further discouraged by how the application reports on 

an organization budget of $0 but also reports on a $100,000 grant for a survey along with a full staff. That 

does not connect. Lastly, the project goal is to create a sense of place, but the measures have nothing to 

do with that goal. I think this organization has a good vision for their neighborhood, and they've probably 

been very engaged in conversations about this arts & culture district, but they need technical assistance 

in making their case for support. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. It is open to public, free and is an attempt to 

build meaningful relationships among community members as the neighborhood seeks to create an arts 

district. You pay professionals to perform at these concerts, which are contributing the energy of your 

neighborhood. You also collect feedback through surveys, demonstrating continuous improvement. Your 

goal is really a mission statement for the project, however, you go on to explain that you hope to increase 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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the average attendance, which is a measurable goal. Budget and plans are sufficient. The following 

critiques were not enough to lower my grade but are meant to assist in the preparation for future 

applications for support: 1) You may wish to revisit how you classify expenses as I would think the band 

costs should be listed under "Arts & Cultural Professionals." Likewise, rentals can be under 

"Production/Event Expenses." 2) You should list past band names and their genre(s) of music in this 

application to better demonstrate vibrancy. 3) This might be a typo, but I can't imagine your current 

organizational budget is $0 since you manage properties. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes: This project seeks to bring 5 public concerts to the low-income, African-American 

neighborhood of Mount Pleasant, in an effort to revitalize the neighborhood and its retail sector that is 

being redeveloped into an arts district. Funding for this concert series came previously from MPNDC and 

other funders and the applicant engages the community in planning this event. They are doing this event 

on a bare bones budget and it seems entirely reasonable. Impressed by the advisory committee guiding 

the creation of the arts district. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding criteria. While the proposal identifies a 

worthwhile program and very specific community, it does not provide a very clear view of how this project 

will benefit the public at large. It repeatedly mentions serving the Mount Pleasant community, which, 

based on the project narrative, strikes me as a worthwhile endeavor, but I would have appreciated at least 

some mention of community outreach and/or possible opportunities for a broader base. Additionally, 

"delivering hard copy event notices door by door both the day before and the day of the concert" also 

seems a bit limiting in terms of how to best reach the Mount Pleasant community. I appreciate the way 

the proposal rallies around the idea of inspiring its community to think creatively and/or differently about 

itself, and the ways in which the concert series will enliven the MP community, but, in some ways, the 

project narrative raises more questions than it answers. For example, are the 125 expected participants 

for all 5 concerts combined? That's what I'm initially led to believe based on the Organizational Overview 

section of the application, though the narrative seems to state otherwise later on. Additionally, with 

regard to measurement, the applicant states "the surveys have proven to be an effective measurement 

of progress in past concert years." But it's never made clear how exactly? I was also confused by the $0 

organizational budget. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


